IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVE NO: WCAD2025-02 

IN RE:  WALTON COUNTY DIVISION ASSIGNMENTS 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of judicial efficiency and utilization of the circuit and county judges to adjust the assignments within the county, it is therefore, 
ORDERED that the following Walton County, Florida, division assignments shall be effective 
January 1, 2026, and remain effective until further notice: 
JUDGE						ASSIGNMENT

Judge Kelvin C. Wells 	County Criminal/Traffic/Infractions
						County Civil
						Small Claims
						Simplified Dissolution of Marriage 
						¼ of First Appearances

Judge Jeffrey E. Lewis				Circuit Civil
						Dependency
						Juvenile Delinquency
						Truancy
						¼ First Appearances

Judge J. Ryan Love					Circuit Criminal
						Probate/Guardianship
						Writs/Appeals
		½ Injunctions for Protection
                                                                                                    Against Violence
						¼ First Appearances 

Judge Jonathan Schlechter				Family Law
		½ Injunctions for Protection 
                                                                                                    Against Violence
								¼ First Appearances
	
	DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, this the 1st day of October, 2025.	
								/S/ J. Ryan Love________________ 
								J. RYAN LOVE
								ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE	

Copies to:

The Honorable John F. Simon, Jr., Chief Judge
All Judges, Walton County
Ginger Bowden Madden, State Attorney, First Judicial Circuit
Bruce Miller, Public Defender, First Judicial Circuit
Michael A. Adkinson, Sheriff, Walton County
Crystal Sconiers, Clerk of Court, Walton County
Kasey Watson, Trial Court Administrator
Eric Bensinger, General Counsel
Regional Conflict Council
Department of Juvenile Justice
Department of Children and Families
Guardian Ad Litem
Department of Revenue
State Probation
County Probation
Court Security
Walton Bar Association
Okaloosa Bar Association
Escambia-Santa Rosa Bar Association
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