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That request met with a                      
resounding lack of response.                                                                             
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...successful lawyers may have 
had to reinvent themselves in 

recent years.  
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Act of September 1789, which together 

established the Supreme Court, 13 dis-

trict courts, three circuit courts and the 

position of Attorney General.  In the 

intervening 222 years, America has 

grown from 13 states hugging the At-

lantic Coast to encompass a vast 

continent, with its 50 th  state in 

the middle of the Pacific Ocean.  

We now have 94 district courts 

and 13 courts of appeal, but only 

one Supreme Court, just as Arti-

cle III provides.  

  Back then, at the beginning of 

our republic, judges and lawyers 

rode to court on horseback, with 

their papers and books in saddle-

bags.  Today we are paperless 

courts, with electronic filing, video 

conferencing, and when needed, 

travel by air at supersonic speed.  

Those of you who are at least in your 

mid 40's probably remember the sum-

mer of 1969 when in the comfort of our 

own homes we watched on television as 

an American walked on the moon.  The 

other technological, medical and scien-

tific accomplishments of our great 

country are the envy of the world, and 

with all of our shortcomings - real and 

preme Court, as it has for many years 

on the first Monday in October, con-

vened to begin the 2001 -2002 term.  

This court session signaled once again 

the stability and continuity of our gov-

ernment; and although still grieving, 

Theodore Olson was there doing what 

other Solicitors General have always 

done - representing the United States 

in the Supreme Court.  

  The Supreme Court convened on Oc-

tober 1st, 2001, as it will October 3, 

2011, under the authority of Article III 

of the U. S. Constitution, adopted in 

September of 1787, and the Judiciary 
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 eptember 11, 2001 is a day 

none of us can ever forget.  Within the 

memory of some of us older folks, the 

horrific events in New York, in Wash-

ington, and in Shanksville, PA brought 

back memories of a quiet Sunday in 

December of 1941 when our young 

worlds were turned upside down as 

military targets in the American 

territories of Hawaii and the Phil-

ippines were attacked by the Japa-

nese. 

  We survived World War Two, Ko-

rea, Vietnam, the first Gulf War, 

and in the autumn of 2001 America 

vowed that it would survive the 

recent terror committed on our sov-

ereign soil.  The enemy was differ-

ent, the targets were different, and 

the treachery was different - to 

shake our confidence in Americaõs  

way of life.  But, our form of govern-

ment was the same, and so was the 

resolve of the American people.  

  Among the passengers who perished 

on American flight 77 at The Pentagon 

on that fateful Tuesday ten years ago 

was lawyer and author Barbara Olson, 

wife of the Solicitor General of The 

United States.  A mere 20 days after 

the terroristsõ attacks, the U. S. Su- (Continued to page 12)  
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From the President  
By: Eric D. Schurger 

 
 s the holiday season approaches, we have the 

opportunity to reach out to those in need.  Helping 

someone may begin with a very small act, but that deed 

has a big impact.   

 

  Consider Manna Food Pantries.  Our colleague Paul 

Flounlacker called me recently to ask if I would spread 

the word that Manna was in critical need of food 

donations.  Another food ministry recently closed, and 

Manna was running out of food.  Luckily, the response 

from the community was immediate and generous, giving 

Manna an influx of food donations; but opportunities 

remain for us to help.  I have referred the issue to the 

Community Service Committee and would love to see 

collection boxes in your law firms, especially as the 

Thanksgiving Holiday approaches.   

  Donations to Manna may be made at 116 East Gonzales 

Street, Pensacola, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 

noon and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You also may call 

Executive Director DeDe Flounlacker at 432 -2053 or visit 

the web site at www.mannafoodpantries.org .  Manna has 

donation boxes available and even will deliver one to your 

firm.   

  Paul also offered that donations may be dropped off at 

the Flounlacker Law Firm, 314 North Spring Street, 

Pensacola.  Call 912 -8822 for details 

or to have food gathered at your 

office.   

  I would also like to thank all the 

lawyers who responded to my request 

for Teen Court volunteers.  Attorneys and other adult 

volunteers are needed in both Escambia and Santa Rosa 

Counties.  Teen Court is a juvenile delinquency diversion 

program.  Children are represented and sentenced by their 

peers, with a judge or lawyer presiding over the hearing.  

Proceedings are Monday evenings in Pensacola, Milton 

and Gulf Breeze as needed.  T his service is a great 

opportunity for pro bono hours and really helps all the 

children involved.   

  For more information on Escambia County Teen Court, 

contact Mark Lehmann at 595 -3806 or 

Mark.Lehmann@FLCOURTS1.GOV.  

  For details about Santa Rosa County Teen Court, call 

Jessica Milsted at 626-4730, cellular 736 -9679, or email 

jmilstid@lsfnet.org.    

  Thank you for considering these chances to help others in 

our community.  Please let me know if I can help you.   

 

 

 

Answer Key  

 Quote:       Judge:  

1. òDonõt hide the keys.ó   Judge Ron Swanson 

 

2. òDonõt let your career consume you.ó Chief Judge Terry Terrell  

 

3. You canõt know it all.ó                            Judge Joey Boles  

 

4. òSend information early.ó   Judge Linda Nobles  

 

5. òNever lose your word.ó  Judge John Simon  

 

6. òBe reasonable with yourself.ó  Judge Ross Goodman 

A 

Contest Winner:                         

James R. Barnes  

Reaching Out  

http://www.mannafoodpantries.org/
mailto:jmilstid@lsfnet.org_
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T  he following is the text from 

the presentation of the 2011 Chief 

Judgeõs Award for Service to the 

Judicial System given at the July 21, 

2011, officer installation banquet for 

the Escambia Santa Rosa Bar 

Association.  

  If you attended this event last year, 

you may recall that, on a point of 

personal privilege as Chief Judge, I 

wanted to begin a process of annually 

recognizing an individual who has gone 

above and beyond in service to the 

judicial system.  Thus, the first Chief 

Judgeõs Award for Service to the 

Judicial System was given.   

  Of course, part and parcel of that 

recognition is the not so subtle 

suggestion that, especially in these 

extraordinary times, we need people 

who are willing to go that extra mile, to 

show some extra initiative, to think 

outside the box, and to work to improve 

the judicial system, even in some small 

way. 

  Now, Iõm sure that you always take a 

few moments to read the òChiefõs 

Corneró column in The Summation .  

Those of you who do may recall that 

earlier this year one column included a 

request from everyone involved in the 

court system to submit nominations for 

the 2011 Chief Judgeõs Award for 

Service to the Judicial System.   

  That request met with a resounding 

lack of response.  So I had to resort to 

my own devices to identify an 

appropriate candidate.   

  I have been a member of the Bar in 

the First Circuit for over thirty -four 

(34) years, now.  And we often pat 

ourselves on the back with the 

observation that we have one of, if not 

the, best Bars in the state.  I believe 

that observation to be true for many 

reasons.  We, as a group, foster civility, 

professionalism, integrity and 

ingenuity in the way we go about our 

business.  Iõve seen it over and over 

again since coming back to Pensacola 

to practice law.  

  The first dedicated family law 

division was created in First Circuit 

coinciding with my appointment to 

the bench.  Our family law division 

has historically had two (2) sections, 

a family law section and a juvenile 

section.  In 1992, the two (2) judges 

assigned to the juvenile section 

handled not only delinquency and 

dependency cases, they were each 

assigned ten (10) percent of the 

family law section cases, as well.  

  As a new judge, I was immersed in, 

among other responsibilities, child 

support enforcement cases.  What 

became immediately evident was 

that the normal contempt process of 

enforcement of child support orders 

was not working.  

  Child support orders would be 

entered in paternity or family law 

cases.  Once that happened, usually 

in Title IV -D cases, the State would 

seek enforcement of the support 

order through an indirect civil 

contempt proceeding.  Cases came 

before the court, frequently after 

years of non-compliance.   

  If the State could establish that the 

obligated individual had an ability to 

pay, had willfully refused to pay, 

and had a present ability to pay, 

then a contempt order was entered.  

The person was remanded to custody 

with a monetary purge provision.  

Remarkably, or maybe not so 

remarkably, payment of the purge 

typically was made almost 

immediately.   

  After a short while many of those 

cases reappeared on the calendar for 

the same reason with the same 

outcome. 

  Iõm not a rocket scientist, but even 

I was able to figure out that kids 

donõt eat, need clothes and shoes, or 

need medical care just once every six 

(6) months or so.  About that time, I 

attended a training conference 

where another circuit talked about a 

possible solution to the problem.  A 

case 

management 

tool had been 

created called 

the òPay or 

Appearó process.  It required the 

obligated person to either pay on time or 

appear before the court to explain and 

establish good cause why they had not 

paid.  

  Then Chief Judge John Parnham gave 

me the green light to see if we could get a 

similar process in place here.  With the 

demands of the docket, it became readily 

apparent that the judges were not in the 

best position to process the expected 

volume of cases.   

  Many of you know Eric Eggen.  He is a 

former Navy officer.  He was admitted to 

the Florida Bar in 1975.  He had a 

private practice here in Pensacola.  He 

ran for and was elected to the Escambia 

County School Board.   

  He was awarded a contract by the 

Escambia County Board of County 

Commissioners as a Child Support 

Hearing Officer in 1990.  As a quasi -

judicial officer, a hearing officer 

supplements the courtõs ability to process 

cases efficiently.  The hearing officer 

seemed to be best situated to take on the 

òPay or Appearó process. 

  I approached Mr. Eggen about whether 

he would be willing to look into creating 

and implementing such a project here in 

Escambia County.  After explaining the 

idea to him, he immediately, and without 

hesitation, agreed to look into it and to 

try to set it up.  

  And that is exactly what he did!  He got 

the state agency on board.  He identified 

appropriate cases.  He established 

processes, procedures, and forms to 

facilitate effective case management.  He 

coordinated with the jail on processing 

detention orders for those for whom he 

recommended incarceration with a purge, 

or for those who failed to either pay or 

appear.  He coordinated the processing of 

obtaining review of recommended orders 

Chiefôs Corner 
By Chief Judge Terry D. Terrell 

(Continued to page 14)  
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Profitability Issues:                                                                
What Can You Do? 

I  

result in fees.  The impact of poor 

business practices has been mag-

nified by the weak economy, and 

you may need to work on the in-

come side of the equation as well as the ex-

pense. 

  Expenses must be monitored and adjusted 

as your individual situation dictates.  No 

one approach will fit every situation, but 

what follows are ideas that some local firms 

have employed, as reported by members of 

the Panhandle Chapter of the Association of 

Legal Administrators (ALA).  ALA is com-

prised of administrators and office manag-

ers at many of the more successful law 

firms.  This group meets monthly for educa-

tion on various topics, as well as infor-

mation sharing about different aspects of 

law office management, such as cost -control.  

  Personnel Costs ð The single largest expense category for 

most firms is the one that gets the most attention and can 

generally yield the most results.  Again, each situation is 

different and ideas must be evaluated accordingly, but op-

tions include:  

ƍ Adjusting personnel levels; 

ƍ Reducing the standard workweek (and thus hours paid); 

ƍ Freezing pay levels or reducing annual raises; 

ƍ Consolidating positions or not replacing departures; 

ƍ Prohibiting paid overtime without advance approval. 

ƍ Employee Benefits ð 

ƍ Increasing health insurance deductibles and co-pays; 

ƍ Requiring employee contributions toward premiums; 

ƍ Reducing profit sharing plan contributions; 

ƍ Reducing the number of paid holidays. 

Other Expenses ð  

ƍ Donõt auto-renew subscriptions and service agreements; 

evaluate who uses what and whether alternatives exist 

(for example, if business and staff levels are down, do you 

need as many scanners/copiers?); 

ƍ Get multiple quotes on larger expenditures; 

 f yours is like most law firms, the world-

wide economic malaise that started with the sub-

prime mortgage crisis of 2007/2008 has continued 

to impact your revenues.  The hope that the economy will 

rebound ònext yearó has given way to the belief that things 

may have settled into a new normal.  

  I was asked to share some thoughts about 

expense reduction, but I would be remiss if I 

didnõt at least touch on the other aspect of 

profitability, revenues.  Profitability begins 

with revenues, of course, and successful 

lawyers may have had to reinvent them-

selves in recent years, reverting to areas of 

practice they hadnõt worked in for a while, 

learning new areas of law and marketing 

themselves aggressively instead of relying 

on clients finding them.  

  What about your internal procedures re-

garding fee generation?  Do you require re-

tainers for new clients?    Do you monitor the billing prac-

tices of your attorneys? Do you follow up on past -due 

amounts promptly? Are contingency matters reviewed reg-

ularly to be certain they are being pursued appropriately?  

You must increase the likelihood that the work you do will 

By: Steve Deneke, Firm Administrator                                                                                             
Emmanuel, Sheppard & Condon 

(Continued to page 18)  
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T  his yearõs National Association 

of Legal Assistants (NALA) Convention 

was held in Plano, Texas.  As usual, 

the educational courses were 

outstanding and well worth the cost of 

attending.  In addition, there are 

intangible benefits of attending NALA 

Conventionõs educational institutes, 

including networking opportunities 

that are not available anywhere else.   

  Several members of the Northwest 

Florida Paralegal Association 

(NWFPA) were honored at the 

Convention. The NWFPAõs Ex-Officio 

President, Lydia Brackett , ACP, 

FRP, received NALAõs 2011 Affiliates 

Award òfor outstanding contribution 

and dedication to the advancement of 

the legal assistant profession through 

volunteer service to NALA affiliated 

associations.ó This award recognizes 

contributions to the paralegal 

profession for years of service, and 

the nomination can only be made at 

the association level, not by an 

individual. Additionally, Kristine 

M. Hill , ACP, FRP, was elected by 

the members to serve on the NALA 

Board of Directors. She will serve on 

the Board from 2011 ð13 and will 

represent Region 3, which consists of 

Florida, Alabama, Georgia, 

Mississippi, Puerto Rico, and the 

Virgin Islands.  Finally, NWFPAõs 

NALA Liaison April Williams, CP, 

FRP, was selected to participate in 

NALAõs 2011-2012 LEAP class.  

Upon completion, she will join Kris 

and Lydia as graduates of NALAõs 

leadership program.  

  The NWFPA, through the 

dedication of its members to the 

paralegal profession, is gaining even 

more recognition at the national 

level, and with our new fiscal year, 

we look forward for this trend to 

continue.  

   

National Association of Legal Assistants 

Kris Hill and April Williams at the NWFPAõs 

exhibit table set up at the NALA Convention . 
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Estate Planning:                                                               
Do you have YOUR affairs in order? 

 
     ith the recent passing of our colleagues, Al 

Condon and David Bailey, and in keeping with our 

Presidentõs theme of taking care of ourselves as 

lawyers so that we may better serve those who seek 

our counsel, have you taken the time to plan for the 

event of your death or incapacity?  We plan for many 

things in life, but most people tend to avoid planning 

for incapacity and end -of-life 

decisions, including lawyers. 

This is not surprising, because 

most of what we plan to do, we 

will live to accomplish. 

Planning what will happen in 

the event of incapacity or 

death requires us to plan well 

in advance of the need for 

these decisions to be made.  As 

lawyers, we have an obligation 

to plan for our death or 

incapacity as it relates to our 

clients by designating an 

inventory attorney.  However, 

we also have a responsibility to plan for our death or 

incapacity to assist those family members and friends 

who will need to take action on our behalf.  The 

emotional burden to our loved ones is reduced when 

we leave behind a plan containing written instructions 

to follow.  The benefit to us, as lawyers, is the peace of 

mind of knowing that we have taken the time to take 

care of our own affairs, so that we can focus on serving 

our clients.  

 

 For those who are members of the Real Property, 

Probate and Trust law section, you need not read any 

further, except to be reminded that if you have failed 

to plan, do it today!  For the rest of the bar, the 

primary reasons why you want to plan now for 

incapacity or death are as follows:  

˂ If you plan early, then you are in the driverõs seat in 

choosing who will make decisions on your behalf, how 

decisions will be handled, and who will get your 

property.  It is still possible for your assets to escheat 

to the state if you die leaving no legal heir.  

˂ You can avoid the necessity to appoint a guardian to 

make decisions for you.  If you are married, your 

spouse cannot legally make decisions for you without a 

power of attorney.   

˂ You can avoid problems in qualifying for Medicaid 

should the need arise for long -term care.  

˂ You can plan around property that you own in 

another state to avoid more than one probate 

proceeding.  

W 
By: Jennifer Lee Busnell  

˂  You can avoid probate by 

holding your assets properly 

and making proper designations 

for your bank accounts, 

investments and life insurance.  

˂ You can name a guardian for your child(ren) and a 

trustee to hold property until 

your child(ren) attain a 

particular age.  

  The basic estate plan includes a 

last will and testament, a 

durable power of attorney for 

financial decisions and a living 

will for medical decisions. Your 

will may contain trust 

provisions, called a 

testamentary trust, that would 

provide for a spouse or minor 

children.  A trust may be useful 

under certain circumstances.  

For example, if you are divorced and remarried with 

children from the prior marriage, a trust will allow 

you to provide for those children and name a trustee, 

not your ex -spouse, to distribute the trust funds.  

Another example, if you own property in more than 

one state, a trust is beneficial to avoid the cost of 

probate in two or more states. There are special trusts 

available if you have elderly parents or a disabled 

child that you want to provide for, but that parent or 

child receives government benefits.  

 

  A general durable power of attorney allows you to 

choose an attorney -in -fact who will act as an agent to 

protect your property during any period of incapacity. 

A living will and health -care surrogate designation for 

medical decisions appoints an attorney -in -fact to make 

medical or end -stage decisions for you while you are 

incapacitated, such as whether to remove life support 

or a feeding tube. General and medical durable powers 

of attorney become effective immediately when you 

sign them. A durable power of attorney is effective 

during life through a period of incapacity.  

 

  In closing, I recently read an article that indicated 

that children who live in a very cluttered and messy 

room perform at lower academic rates than children 

whose rooms are neat and orderly.  This makes sense.  

Likewise, if there are many things left undone in our 

personal lives, this clutters up our brain power to 

commit to the work that needs our focus and 

attention. Estate Planning is an often overlooked area 

in anyoneõs life, but it needs your attention today to 

successfully plan for the òwhat ifsó that may happen 

tomorrow.   
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A 

Mannaôs Call for Help 

years, but is currently being stretched 

to the limit.  

  Thus, I am hopeful you will join me 

in heeding Mannaõs call for help to 

support an organization that serves so 

many in need.  You can help by coordinating food 

drives within your offices, as well as among your 

family and friends.  

Manna will even arrange 

to pick up the food raised 

from your offices to avoid 

any difficulty in 

delivering it to the 

pantry ð just call the 

Manna office at 432 -2053.  You can also support 

Mannaõs òFill the Mayfloweró Thanksgiving food drive 

on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday before 

Thanksgiving at Cordova Mall (next to Village Inn ð 

just look for the big green and yellow Mayflower 

moving truck).  For more information, you can also 

visit Mannaõs website at www.mannafoodpantries.org.  

 

 

 s many of you have probably seen recently in 

the news, Manna Food Pantries is in critical need of 

support.  The demand for food services in our 

community has increased by nearly 25% for 2011, and 

has increased by nearly 48% since May of 2011.  The 

tremendous increase in demand has stretched Mannaõs 

limited resources considerably, and at this time Manna 

has a mere three weeks of 

inventory for service to its 

clients.  To date, Manna 

has served over 38,825 

people this year.  As a 

result, Manna needs your 

help more than ever.  

 

  During my involvement with Manna over the last 

several years, it has never ceased to amaze me how 

often people in the community will step up, without 

being asked, to support Manna ð whether by 

volunteering at the pantry, or by coordinating a food 

drive with friends, family, or co -workers.  That 

grassroots support has sustained Manna for nearly 30 

By: Matthew Hoffman  
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E 

The Bottom Line  

Deciphering Paralegal Nomenclature: 

Credentials & Programs Explained  

 
       ntry into the paralegal profession is 

regulated directly by the employment market and not 

by any government entity mandating specific entry -

level requirements.   Absence of compulsory regulation 

has many benefits; however, the widely varying 

degrees, certificates, and credentials that present on 

applicantsõ resumes are often confusing. Many 

employers are not well versed in paralegal 

nomenclature, nor knowledgeable about the 

differences among academic and professional paralegal 

credentials.  The ongoing push for mandatory 

paralegal regulation, combined with the increasing 

plethora of education and credentialing programs, 

makes it imperative that employers understand 

paralegal nomenclature in order to be well informed 

when evaluating applicantsõ credentials in light of 

your specific hiring needs and long term professional 

staff development.  

 

  A common source of confusion concerns use of the 

terms òcertified,ó òcertification,ó and òcertificated.ó 

Certified  paralegals have met the criteria for 

certification established by governmental, non -

governmental, or professional associations. 

Certification  generally denotes an advanced level of 

competency by paralegals who have a requisite 

number of years experience in the profession.   The 

state bar associations of North Carolina, Ohio, and 

Texas offer voluntary certification exams available 

only to paralegals who work for attorneys licensed to 

practice law in those states.  Voluntary certification 

exams area also offered by several of the professional 

paralegal associations, most prominently the National 

Association of Legal Assistants (NALA) and the 

National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA), 

whose certification exams have varying eligibility 

requirements based on formal education and years of 

legal experience.  

 

  NALAõs Certified Paralegal exam tests examineesõ 

knowledge in communications, ethics, legal research, 

judgment and analytical ability, general knowledge of 

the American legal system, and four other substantive 

areas of law. 2  Upon passing this exam, paralegals 

may designate themselves as Certified Paralegals and 

are entitled to use the òCPó certification mark 

registered by NALA.  NALA also offers the Advanced 

Paralegal Certification program by which experienced 

paralegals can become certified in specific practice 

areas of law.  Paralegals who pass any of these courses 

may call themselves Advanced Certified Paralegals 

and are entitled to use the òACPó certification mark 

registered by NALA. 3 

 

  NFPA offers entry -level paralegals the Paralegal 

Core Competency exam which tests examineesõ 

knowledge of basic concepts and terminology in two 

òdomainsó ð Paralegal Practice and Substantive Law. 4  

Successful examinees may designate themselves as 

CORE Registered Paralegals and are entitled to use 

the registered òCRPó mark after their name.  NFPA 

also offers experienced paralegals the Paralegal 

Advanced Competency Exam (PACE) which tests 

knowledge in the areas of administration of client 

legal matters, development of client legal matters, 

factual/legal research, factual/legal writing, and office 

administration. 5  Paralegals who pass this exam may 

designate themselves as Registered Paralegals and are 

entitled to use the registered òRPó mark after their 

name.    

 

  Being a certified paralegal or having paralegal 

certification  signifies that a paralegal has a 

supplementary professional credential, which may be 

advantageous when evaluating otherwise equally 

qualified paralegals for certain positions, promotions, 

(Continued to page 15)  

By: Elona M. Jouben, MPS  

NWFPA Member  

 

Reminder:  

ESRBAõs                    

2011-2012                      

Annual               

Membership 

Dues                 

are now due.  
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next quarter 

hour, other 

than the 

standard what 

does your law practice consist of, to 

which I simply replied òFamily Lawó, 

we spent the rest of the conversation 

talking radio, telegraphy, 

cryptography, World War II and the 

Justiceõs part in it.  I told him of my 

desire to 

set up a 

display 

and would 

like to 

have his 

permission in writing to present to the 

Navy.  On July 3, 2008, that 

permission came in a letter from the 

Justice.  

 The rest is history.  If you get the 

time, go and see our display at the 

National Naval Aviation Museum 

aboard the U.S. Naval 

Air Station Pensacola, 

Florida.  

 Special thanks to Janice 

Harley, Judicial 

Assistant to Justice 

Stevens, and to Hill 

Goodspeed.  Without 

their help, the Operation 

Vengeance display could not have been 

constructed.  

This article is dedicated to Chief Earl 

Bullard, USN; All the ETõs and 

telegraphers, both on land and at sea, 

and all CTI, M and R Branches 

wherever they served. 

 

 t all started a few days before 

Christmas 2007, when I decided to 

take my wife to òCorry Fieldó to show 

her the Cryptography Museum and 

some of my equipment on display.  

During high school, I spent a lot of 

time on base as a 

member of the U.S. 

Navy Military 

Affiliate Radio 

System (MARS). In 

fact, I got to be on 

base so much, 

especially over the 

weekend, I had a 

rack in barracks 

#529. While other kids 

my age were doing the 60õs teenage 

thing, I was sending and receiving 

Morse code (CW) and teletype traffic 

(RTTY) to and from the fleet in the 

Vietnam War. I guess this is why I 

never thought of joining the Navy.  I 

was, however, drafted by the U.S.  

Army Infantry, but due to 

circumstances, I did not go into active 

duty and attended college instead.  

During my college years in Texas, I 

worked in the maritime service as a 

volunteer telegrapher to get service 

time for my First Class radio 

telegraph license at Coast Station 

KLC -Galveston Radio.   

 During our visit to the Cryptography 

Museum, I noticed some of my 

receivers were gone, I was told that 

they had been taken to main side. On 

our visit to the National Naval 

Aviation Museum aboard Naval Air 

Station Pensacola, I saw my old 

receivers had been put in a display of 

a World War II crypto operating room, 

along with a display concerning 

Japanese Admiral Isoroku 

Yamamotoõs inspection of the damage 

done to the U.S. Fleet on the 

Julian, The Justice is on the phone  

By Julian Harris                                       

December 7, 1941 sneak attack on 

Pearl Harbor.  While viewing the 

display, it brought to mind an article I 

had read that United States Justice 

John Paul Stevens had been, since 

World War II, harboring a type of 

mental guilt for the decoding of the 

Japanese intercepts and the planning 

of the shoot down of Admiral 

Yamamoto.  

 Knowing the history of that shoot 

down and how the flow of such 

classified messages are handled 

and decoded; this 

supposed guilt 

could not have 

been true.  My 

mind drifted back 

to the displays 

and I thought 

Justice Stevens 

should be given credit 

for his service and 

actual connection to 

the shoot down.  

 Some six months later, in April of 

2008, I sent a letter to Justice Stevens 

telling him of my 

past experiences 

and seeking to 

obtain his 

permission to 

organize and have 

displayed at the 

National Naval 

Aviation Museum 

a story board 

about his World 

War II job as a cryptographer at Pearl 

Harbor during the attack.  

 To my surprise, on June 30, 2008, my 

secretary came into my office and 

said, òJulian, the Justice is on the 

phoneó. I was shocked. In a matter of 

seconds, that seemed to be hours, my 

mind wondered what do I say, how do 

I address him, do I ask questions, all 

those things a lawyer would think of 

before the Justice in Court.  

 Again, in just a matter of seconds, I 

picked up the phone and said òhello 

Justice Stevens, how are you?ó For the 

I  

 

 

 


