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Remembering J.B. òHankó Murphy 

A True òGentlemenõs Gentlemanó 

 .B. òHankó Murphy came to 

Pensacola in 1968 as a newly 

commissioned Navy JAG Lieutenant.  

He served with Barry Beroset under 

commanding officer Captain Larry 

Parks.  

 The first time J.B. Murphy and Barry 

Beroset met, Barry introduced J.B. to 

raw oysters at the original Oyster Bar 

at Navy Blvd. and Old Corry.  As a 

result of the close association of Larry 

Parks, Barry Beroset and J.B. during 

their Navy service, they became fast 

friends for life.  It was Barry who 

introduced J.B. to his future wife, 

Tamara Fillingim, at a beach party at 

Berosetõs house. 

 J.B. developed many long time 

friends in those early years in 

Pensacola including Jim Swearingen, 

Mike Demarko, Larry Oberhausen and 

many, many more.  When J.B. finished 

his tour of duty he joined the 

prominent criminal defense firm of 

Barksdale, Mayo, Murphy & Williams.  

In 1975 he formed the law firm of 

Murphy & Beroset.  Larry Parks and 

Larry Oberhausen later joined the firm 

to become Murphy, Beroset, Parks & 

Oberhausen.  

(non-tax) whiskey, or making music on 

the front porch, you could see J.B. was 

truly at home in the mountains of 

Murphy, NC.  Jim Roark recalls the 

fond memories of the short -lived 

exploits of the òHanging Dog Trio,ó in 

which J.B. played standup bass, Steve 

Banakas banjo and Jim guitar.  The 

night they started the group, half the 

mountain showed up to listen.  

 Those of us who had the great fortune 

to have known J.B. will miss him 

greatly and think of him often.  He 

was, and always will be, the 

gentlemenõs gentleman. 

 If anyone is so inclined, memorial 

contributions can be sent in his 

memory to the Murphy Public 

Library, 9 Blumenthal Street, 

Murphy, NC 28906.  

 

Contributing authors: Retired Judge 

Jim Roark, Barry Beroset and George 

Loomis 

 In 1999 J.B. retired from the practice 

of law to spend more time with his 

beloved wife Tammy in his native state 

of North Carolina.  They moved to their 

vacation cabin outside Murphy, NC 

and those members of the Bar who 

visited him there know that he was the 

consummate host.  

 Life did not always treat him kindly; 

he lost his wife and brother in the same 

week in 2001 but he refused any 

demonstrations of pity or sympathy.  

 Whether he was engrossed in a good 

book, whipping up a òmeanó Brunswick 

squirrel stew, sipping a little mountain 
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ESRBA CLE Library  
 

The seminars listed below  
are available at the following rates:  

 
   

Members - $10 per general credit hour for 7 days  

Non -members - $20 per general credit hour for 7 days  
 

A late fee of $10 will be applied for each day overdue.  
 

 

Call the Bar Office at 434-8135 or e-mail 
esrba@esrba.com to order your seminar.  

 

Family Law  

Survey of Florida Law  

Civil  

Mediation  

2009 Tax and Consumer Law Seminar for Family Law Attnys.  
 3.5 General CLE credits including 1.0 Business  
 Litigation & 2.5 Marital & Family Law certification credits 
 Expires: April 16, 2011 

2009 Maximizing Mediation - audio tape & CD  
 3.5 General CLE credits including 1.0 Ethics credit
 Expires: November 22, 2010 
2009 18th Annual Conference for Mediators & Arbitrators  
 CD  
 13 General CLE credits including 2.0 Ethics credits 
 Expires: January 20, 2011 

2010 Survey of Florida Law - CD 
 12.5 General  CLE including 4 Ethics credits 
 Expires: July 20, 2011 

2009 Workersô Compensation Law - CD 
 3.0 General CLE credits including 1.0 Ethics credit 
 and 2.0 Workersô Comp certification credits  
 Expires: November 15, 2010 
2009 Practicing Successful Consumer Law - CD 
 10.0 General CLE credits including 7.5 al Estate 
 certification credits  
 Expires: December 18, 2010 
2009 Discovery Seminar - CD  
 3.0 General CLE credits including 1.0 Ethics credit 
 Expires: March 18, 2011 
2009 The Vanishing Jury Trial - CD  
 2.0 General CLE credits 
 Expires: October 22, 2010 
2009 Basic Personal Injury Seminar - CD 
 2.0 General CLE credits 
 Expires: May 20, 2011 
2010 Medicare Seminar -  CD                                               
 4.0 General CLE credits                                           
 Expires: January 16, 2011                                            
2010 BP Claim Evaluation ï CD                                                              
 1.0 General CLE credits                                                                
 Expires: February 04, 2011                                                                         

Law Office Technology  

2009 $10,000 Law Office - audio tape & CD  
 2.0 General CLE credits 
 Expires: October 22, 2010 

 

2010 How to Become a Debt Free Attorney by  Age 40 - CD 
 1.0 General  CLE  credit 
 Expires: July 08, 2011                                                

2010 Medicare Seminar -  CD                                               
 4.0 General CLE credits                                           
 Expires: January 16, 2011 

2010 Reaching The Hispanic Market -  CD                         
 3.0 General CLE credits                                           
 Expires: September 09, 2011 

2010 Traffic Court ðCD                                                                             
 3.5 General CLE credits including 1 Ethics                                           
 Expires: December 4, 2011 

Professional Development  
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Articles appearing in The Summation are not to be construed 
as official expressions of the views of the Escambia~Santa 
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membership and will be so designated when published.   
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òThe Summation Committee is dedicated to provid-

ing a publication to the legal community which 

contains articles that are accurate, informative, 

entertaining, educational, relevant and timelyó. 

Summation Committee 
If you have any comment or suggestions about the  
Summation, please feel free to express them to any of the committee 
members. If you would like to join the committee, please call the Bar 
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        Breena Bruni  Charles Cetti  
       Judge Miles Davis Valerie Prevatte 
        Phil Hall  Edmund Holt 
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ñEARLY BIRDò MEDIATIONS 

 8 am to 10 am $150/party for 2 hrs. max.  

10 am to 12 noon $150/party for 2 hrs. max.  

See calendar at 

www.LouRayMediator.com  

Scheduler   982-2178 
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From the President  
By Shari Thieman-Greene 

 t the ESRBA, one of our missions is to engender 

fellowship among members of the Association.  Our 

interactions with one another cannot always be perfect, 

but we all know how much easier it is to work with 

another lawyer who is courteous, professional, and, above 

all, civil.  Getting to know each other and finding common 

ground as lawyers in social settings is critical so that we 

can support, encourage, advocate, and communicate 

better in our professional encounters.  

At this monthõs meeting, we will hear from Mr. 

Patrick Emmanuel on his ò64 Years in the Bar.ó  Before 

we hear from him, I would like to share an excerpt of a 

story about  him from another member of our Association:  

 

I had the need to review a fileéin which the attorneys 

involved were Mr. Dixie Beggs, Mr. T. A. Shell, and Mr. 

[Patrick] Emmanuel. é[A]s I read the letter exchange 

between these three fine gentlemen, I realized I was 

observing the level of professional conduct to which all of 

us should aspireé.[T]hey were opposed to each other éin 

a fairly controversial matter. Nevertheless, the letter 

exchanges between the lawyers were as cordial, scholarly, 

competent, professional, and collegial as possible. Each 

letter addressed the recipient of the letter with firm 

conviction of the sender's side of the case but with utmost 

respect for the recipient. Whenever I 

think of Mr. Emmanuel, I think about 

reviewing the aforementioned file and 

wish there was a way to recapture the 

time when lawyers behaved as we 

should behave. In my view, the word "ethics" should be 

defined in "Black's Dictionary" by a picture of Mr. Patrick 

Emmanuel .  

- William E. Bond, Jr.  

 

 This fall, we will have many opportunities to enjoy 

our fellowship with one another, outside the offices and the 

courtrooms, and I encourage you all to take advantage of 

them.   

 

Mark your calendars:  

 

ESRBAõs monthly meeting/luncheon is at noon on 

Thursday, October 21  at Heritage Hall, Seville 

Quarter (featuring Mr. Patrick Emmanuel)  

òBusiness on the Balconyó at Will Call at 22 S. Palafox 

St. is at 5:30 on Wednesday, October 27 th .  (Free 

hors dõoeuvres, happy hour prices, 25% off dinner ð 

families & guests welcome)  

Seminar at Sea will be from November 11 -14: Get 

CLEs on a Cruise!  

 Holiday Reception hosted by Gulf Coast Community 

Bank on Thursday, December 9 th  

 

 Perhaps not each of us could say that every 

communication we have had in every case was as òcordial, 

scholarly, competent, professional, and collegial as 

possible,ó which poses the question: Why not?   If we 

improve our fellowship, perhaps we could  say so.  Come 

get to know your fellow ESRBA members, and enjoy the 

fellowship of the Bar.  

 

Shari Thieman Greene  

ESRBA President  

A 

 

Once again, itõs that time of 

the yearñyour  2010 -2011 

Membership dues are now 

due.   

Thank you for your member-

ship and contributions.                          

                     Executive Council  
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Welcome, Judge Tom Dannheisser  

                       n September 13, 2010 Judge Tom 

Dannheisser began his tenure of office as an Escambia 

County Court Judge.  Although he served as Santa Rosa 

County Attorney for over 20 years, Judge 

Dannheisser is no new -comer to Pensacola. 

 Judge Dannheisser, a graduate of 

Washington High School, is a fifth 

generation Pensacolian.  His father, Dr. Bert 

Dannheisser, as well as his grandfather, 

were dentists in this community and cared 

literally for generations of area residents.  

 Judge Dannheisser has a Bachelorõs Degree 

from the University of Florida and attended 

the University of Florida College of Law.  

His new office, on the sixth floor of the M.C. Blanchard 

Judicial Building, has already become an enclave of 

òGator memorabilia.ó 

 Judge Dannheisser has two brothers, both attorneys.  

Matt Dannheisser, the youngest of the three, says Judge 

Dannheisser believes that one of the most frightening 

dangers a person can face is that of an uncaring, 

indifferent bureaucracy.  In Judge Dannheisserõs parting 

comments to the Santa Rosa County Commission, 

immediately prior to assuming his new responsibilities in 

Escambia County Court, Judge Dannheisser said òWhether 

it is state government, local government, or the judiciary, 

government has great power and with it an even greater 

responsibility to use such power properly.  

Such authority should be exercised carefully, 

and humbly.ó 

 Judge Dannheisserõs judicial philosophy is one 

of restraint.  He will be firm.  He will be fair.  

And, at the end of the day, this community will 

have learned that Judge Dannheisser is a 

tough but judicious member of the Bench.   

 On a personal note, Judge Dannheisser is 

married to his high school sweetheart, Karen.  

Judge and Mrs. Dannheisser have two 

daughters, one - a second year law student, and one - a 

practicing nurse.   

Judge Dannheisser is a òcut to the chaseó kind of guy.  He 

doesnõt believe in long meetings, bellicose rhetoric, or 

wasting the peoplesõ resources.   

 All members of this community welcome Judge 

Dannheisser to his new position as an Escambia County 

Court Judge.  Let this new journey begin.  

 

By Judge Ronald Swanson 

O 
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News In The Court  

I   n the 2010 Regular Legislative 

Session, the Legislature enacted and 

amended provisions related to private 

court -appointed and indigent for costs 

cases.  In particular, section 27.52(5), 

Florida Statutes , was significantly 

amended in relation to indigent for 

costs cases.  We asked Stephen M. 

Presnell, General Counsel of Floridaõs 

Justice Administrative Commission, to 

share with us important summary 

information on the revisions.   When 

seeking additional information on 

changes or to glean access to policies, 

procedures and forms, you may visit 

the JACõs website at 

www.JusticeAdmin.org   

 As amended, section 27.52(5), F.S., 

requires a written motion where a 

criminal defendant with privately 

retained counsel is seeking to be 

declared indigent for costs.  The 

defense must also submit an 

application for indigency and an 

affidavit attesting to the estimated 

amount of attorneyõs fees and the 

source thereof. A copy of the motion 

must be served on the Justice 

Administrative Commission (JAC).  

JAC has standing to participate in any 

hearing on the motion and is 

authorized to appear telephonically.  If 

the estimated fees are greater than 

$5,000.00 in a non -capital case or 

greater than $25,000.00 in a capital 

case where the state is seeking death, 

there is a presumption of non -

indigency.  To overcome this 

presumption, the defense must show 

through clear and convincing evidence 

that the fees are reasonable based on 

the nature and complexity of the case.  

In making this determination, the trial 

court considers the amount of fees an 

appointed attorney would receive for a 

similar case.  

 Upon conviction, the defendant 

becomes liable to repay any due 

process costs 

expended by the 

state.  The attorney 

is required to provide 

an accounting to the 

court of all costs paid 

or to be paid within 

ninety days after 

disposition of the 

case.  The court will 

then enter an order 

determining the 

amount of costs paid.  

If the attorney does 

not provide a 

complete accounting, 

the attorney may 

become personally 

liable.  To assist 

attorneys in 

preparing an 

accounting, JAC 

upon application will 

provide a certificate 

indicating the 

amount of invoices 

paid through JAC 

and the amount of 

invoices received by 

JAC that 

have not been 

processed for 

payment.  

The application for a certificate is 

posted on JACõs website: http://

www.justiceadmin.org/  

 The Legislature also enacted section 

27.5305, F.S., which contains several 

new provisions related to court -

appointed and indigent for costs cases.  

This section imposes new requirements 

related to obtaining transcripts.  In 

particular, before JAC can pay for a 

deposition transcript, a court must find 

that transcription is necessary.  Absent 

exceptional circumstances, such a 

finding should only be made after the 

deposition is taken.  The order 

authorizing transcripts should reflect 

the date of deposition and the name of 

the deponent for each transcript 

authorized.  

 Section 27.5305, F.S., also directed 

that uniform statewide rates for 

private investigators and court 

reporters would be adopted each year 

in the General Appropriations Act.  

The current rates for such services are 

posted on JACõs website. 

 Lastly, by January 1, 2011, attorneys 

and due process providers must 

participate in a direct deposit program 

which allows for transfer of funds 

electronically to their financial 

institution. JAC does not review or 

process the application to setup 

electronic funds transfer.  The 

application must be submitted directly 

to the Department of Financial 

Services (DFS).  Information and the 

forms necessary are available on DFSõs 

website:  

http://www.myfloridacfo.com/aadir/dire

ct_deposit_web/index.htm  

 There were many other changes 

enacted during the 2010 Regular 

Legislative Session.  Additional 

information and various memoranda 

relating to the changes are posted on 

JACõs website. 

Jim Jenkins  

25 Years Experience 

 Federal and State Criminal Cases 

Trial Assistance in Civil Cases  

 "AV" Rated by Martindale Hubbell 

 Faculty Member: Gerry Spence's non profit Trial Lawyers 
College 

Regional Workshop "Closing Argument" Orlando FL          
Feb. 10th through 13th, 2010 

(This is the Trial Lawyer's College first Regional Workshop 
in the State of Florida) 

 www.jenkinslaw.net 

434-9304 (office) 

474-4182 (after hours) 

"Thorough Preparation, Caring and a Low Volume Case 
Load are keys to Positive Results" 

By: Stephen M. Presnell, General Counsel of Floridaôs Justice Administrative  Commission 

 

http://www.justiceadmin.org/
http://www.justiceadmin.org/
http://www.justiceadmin.org/
http://www.myfloridacfo.com/aadir/direct_deposit_web/index.htm
http://www.myfloridacfo.com/aadir/direct_deposit_web/index.htm
http://www.jenkinslaw.net
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Judge Rimmerôs Transition 

 or the man who spent 

twenty -seven years as a trial 

lawyer, making the mental 

transition to his new role as trier -of-

fact has been a relatively smooth 

one. Getting used to the pomp and 

circumstance, however, has been 

another matter. Circuit Court Judge 

David Rimmer, who ascended to the 

bench in February, says, "The first 

time I put on the robe and walked 

into the courtroom, I was very 

apprehensive and just wanted to get 

it over with. I didnõt expect the 

courtroom to have so many people. 

It was packed, and everyone was 

standing and staring at me - like 

Iõm supposed to be in charge or 

something!" Even now, he says, 

"The newness has not worn off . . . 

Iõm still in a state of shock and awe."  

  His previous career experience, first as 

a law enforcement officer and then as a 

prosecutor, served him well in preparing 

him for this aspect of public service. "It 

helped me to understand the challenges 

they (law enforcement officers) face 

and how they should and should not 

conduct themselves when dealing 

with the public and with the court." 

Public service continues to be 

important to Judge Rimmer. He 

explains, "I try to treat all parties 

with respect, patience, and fairness 

in hopes that they will feel that I 

gave them the opportunity to say 

what they wanted to say, even if they 

disagree with my decision."  

  So far, he says one of his favorite 

parts of the job has been, "working 

with good lawyers and good people 

from the clerkõs office." His least 

favorite part of the job? "Knowing I 

canõt always make everyone happy," 

By Valerie Prevatte 

F 
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 t its October 1 meeting, The 

Florida Bar Board of Governors:  

 Ƌ Recommended approval of 

Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516, 

dealing with electronic service of case 

documents.  The rule will be filed in 

the supreme court and there will be a 

comment period.  It will be posted on 

the website when the petition is filed.  

Ƌ Discussed ways to continue to 

promote diversity in the profession 

beyond the Barõs new program to 

encourage local bars to pursue 

diversity. President Mayanne Downs 

and President -elect Scott Hawkins said 

they have talked with sections and 

committees about bringing in younger 

and diverse lawyers and putting them 

on leadership tracks.  

Ƌ Voted to temporarily suspend 

Standing Board Policy 2.20 on 

campaigning for president -elect 

pending later confirmation of qualified 

candidates and further review of the 

ground rules for these elections.  

Ƌ Approved an amendment to 

Rule 4-3.4, which would allow paying a 

reasonable fee for someone who is 

retired for being a witness in a case.  

Ƌ Heard that the Rules 

Committee is considering an 

amendment eliminating Bylaw 2 -5.2, 

which allows any Bar member to 

propose a resolution to be considered at 

the General Assembly of the Barõs 

Annual Convention.  

Ƌ Heard that in addition to its 

Board of Governors  

other efforts, 

the Program 

Evaluation 

Committee is studying what the Bar 

can do to help members hard hit by the 

current economic recession.  

Ƌ Heard that the Disciplinary 

Procedure Committee, in addition to 

working on forms and instructions to 

accurately reflect who in the law firm 

is responsible for properly maintaining 

trust account records, is considering 

computer software to help attorneys 

comply with the rules regulating trust 

accounts. 

 Ƌ Received a report on the 

New Rule 2.420 Seminar. It was the 

most downloaded/accessed program 

on LegalSpan in September.  It 

explains the new rule on what 

information must be redacted in 

court filings as of October 1, 2010.  

A 

...encourage local bars to               

pursue diversity.  

By Stephen Echsner                                      
Member of the Board of Governors  


