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Freewheeling Gypsy Judge Cruises For
Childrenodos Chariti e

Givin g herself th Langdign Roakie%, thgn grepback the Ronald McDonald House (helping
moni ker o0Gypsy Judge doyn te cgoss; belgwhe Ereat zlfes families of sick children.)

Circuit Judge Laura Melvin is rewving before heading to Madawaska, Maine
up her Honda Goldwing 1800 and fi and over to Nova Scotia _|f her ener-
cruising more than 10,000 miles. Her gy holds up i before heading south to
ambitious itinerary is to cover the four Key West.

geographic corners of the United States

i all in the name of helping children.

She hopes to set up contacts in each of
the four corner states and do a little
schmoozing to raise awareness for the
charities.

Along the way she will tent camp
when weather permits and enjoy a real
bed and hot shower o0as
Shopes to return home in the Florida
Spanhandle by the first of August.

0OKnowing the trip wil
on my face, | began to
a way to do it and put
face, t oeeadoldMVelvirdwhé 4
will always remember the faces of the
abused and neglected children who
appeared in her dependency courtroom
over the years.

[oRN¢)]
o Ot

0The biggest chall enge
the 1,600-mile round -trip to Key West

in late July. The heat can be misera-

ble, 6 Melvin said.

ol feel i ke the o6Litt

The first week of June, she will head |
C o u Ii doéol think 1 can, |

out of her hometown of Milton and roar
away to the first corner in San Ysidro,

California, cruising on her motorcycle This trip, Melvin says with a laugh, is

she said is |like oridi 0a bit extreme, even f
tolounger6 recliner chey _ I TS Her motorcycle passion came like a
owonderful suspensi oHe plahisblogialerg thewapabout ot out of the blue eight years ago.
trol, and CD speakers blasting music in her travel experiences, complete with
her helmet. roadside photos, at gypsyjudge.com. 0l had never ridden a
S Links will connect interested givers to my life. | had never put my feet on the

From there, she \.N'" twine up the four charities: The Child Advocacy pegs of a motorcycle b
WeSt Coastto BIalr_1e, Washington, go- Center, Habitat for Humanity recall ed. ol literal
ing over the Canadian border for a (providing homes for children); the morning fi it was my birthday f and|

spell to soak up the majesty of the Shriners Hospitals for Children; and

(Continued to page 14)
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http://www.gypsyjudge.com/

THE NATURE OF CONFLICT
IS SEEING

-

James R. Green, Esquire & Mediator

There are many times when it is more advantageous for both parties to agree to settle a case
instead of proceeding to court. Both sides have issues and concerns to be addressed and
considered. As a Florida Supreme Court Certified Civil Mediator, my objective is to facilitate a

fair compromise and a mutually agreeable and binding decision.

» 30+ Years Experience as a Trial Lawyer ¢ Florida Supreme Court Certified Civil Mediator
« Board Certified Trial Lawyer < AV® Rating (Martindale-Hubbell) < 4 Private Conference Rooms
* No Deposit Required * No Rescheduling or Cancellation Fee

Phone: 470.0000 Fax: 470.9011

(GREEN & (GREEN Toll-Free: 877.470.0070

LAw FIRM p.A. GREENANDGREENLAWFIRM.COM
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From the President

Believe it or not, as | write my last article as the
president, this song is going through my head:

I'm so glad we had this time together,

Just to have a laugh, or sing a song.

Seems we just get started and before you know it
Comes the time we have to say, "So long."

Seriously, serving as the president this year has been a
tremendously rewarding experience. From the first
monthly membership meeting | hosted (the Judicial
Candidates Forum) through 2011 Law Week, and
continuing even as we approach my last few meetings as
president, | have enjoyed it every step of the way. Itis an
amazing honor, and | am thankful to you all for allowing
me to serve.

You should be very proud of the members of your
Executive Council this year, as | am. Each of them made
significant contributions of time, energy, thought,
creativity, and professionalism. This year we tried to
focus on the fellowship the ESRBA offers the members,
and the council members certainly led the way. The

MEDIATION &

ARBITRATION

KENNETH B. BELL
WILLIAM E. BOND, JR.
DoOUGLAS F. MILLER
MICHAEL J. SCHOFIELD

Certified Circuit Court Mediators

Available to mediate and arbitrate disputes in all types
of civil cases in Northwest Florida.

* Bankruptcy ¢ Contractual Creditor/Debtor
® Business Associations o Eminent Domain
* Shareholder and Partner * Probate
Disputes * Real Property
» Commercial * Personal Injury

e Construction » Workers' Compensation

'Cp CLARK PARTINGTON HART

H LARRY BOND (5 STACKHOUSE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ONE PENSACOLA PLAZA, SUITE 800
125 W. ROMANA STREET * PENSACOLA, FL 32501
(850) 4349200

www.cphlaw.com

34990 EMERALD COAST PARKWAY, SUITE 301
DESTIN, FL 32541
(850) 650-3304

By: Shari Thieman-Greene

camaraderie of this group has been a
delight, and | thank each and every
one of you for serving with me.

| am especially grateful to the entire
ESRBA staff, Mike, Dianne, Pat, and
Peggy, for making what could be a difficult position, a pure
joy. They take care of the details, remind me to do things
when | would forget, and always have a friendly smile.
Thank you!

One of the pleasures (I simply cannot call it an obligation
or a duty) I will miss the most is attending the
Naturalization Ceremonies. If you have not attended one,
you should make an effort to go to one, and you will be
awed. Judge Casey Rodgers has made these ceremonies
something to behold, and | am honored to have been at so
many. Often there are more than 90 people becoming
citizens, sometimes from as many as 50 different
countries. Each time | attend, | am struck by how much
we, as citizens of these great United States, take for
granted. It reminds me to count my countless blessings.

Above all, | want to thank you, the ESRBA membership.

The professionalism | witness countless times a day among

and between our members is inspiring. | admire the fact
that | can call almost any attorney on almost any case and
request cooperation on a deadline, hearing, or almost
anything else, and | am assured | will almost always
receive it. | have practiced in other jurisdictions, and |
realize and appreciate that the level of professionalism we
enjoy here is not universal.

I look forward to seeing you at the June 16, 2011,
monthly meeting at Portabella Market, where we will hear
from Escambia County Administrator, Randy Oliver, on
the o0State of the County. o
July 21, 2011, Installation Banquet. | have every
confidence that your new executive council will serve you
brilliantly next year!

Suzanne Blankenship
Stephen Lowery

Downtown Pensacola
850.466.3255

CUASTAL

ASSOCIATION LAW GROUP

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin®
850.269.7216

www.coastalalg.com

Legal Counsel to Community Associations

Condominium | HOA | Office Park

And
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Lawyers He

| pi ng Lawye

facing tough economic times

A program to help lawyers stung by the down economy
has been approved by the Bar Board of Governors.

Dubbed oLawyers Hel ping Lawyers,
through the Barods website and
educational programs about starting and building practices,

links to discounted services, access to mentors, and other assis-
tance.

The program is planned to be ready to coincide with the early
May launch of the revamped Bar website .

Program Evaluation Committee Chair
Greg Coleman and Bar Board of Gover-
nors member Jay Cohen, who headed the
subcommittee on the project, outlined it at

the boardds recent T

0This isndt just aff
itds not just affect
had health problems. It is affecting law-
yers across the stat
senior lawyers are facing difficulties . . .
and they are finding for the first time dif-
ficulty in functioni

Florida has been harder hit than most of
the nation by the recession, with a greater
number of foreclosures and an unemploy-
ment rate of around 12 percent, well above the national aver-
age. And that has rippled into the legal profession.

Coleman said the website would offer a variety of services.
There would be a career center section where firms could post
jobs and lawyers looking for work could post resumes. It would
be a central point for Bar information that lawyers need to start
their own firms, including information on maintaining trust
accounts.

He noted the Law Office Management Assistance Service (LO-
MAS) has an online CLE on building a practice in a down econ-
omy, and the Lawyers Helping Lawyers site will link tothat.

Coleman said most of the services offered though the site, in-

feabWWee aemplsegmagt that o moati and

After the meeting, Cohen said the idea was to gather not
only existing Bar programs, such as LOMAS, into one

plac?, but also add new programs.alrdlservices.

o] he program wi be run
r

market are not finding jobs and are having to hang their

own shingles out. Wedre seeing
di sciplined for violations of
OWedre seeing older | awyers wo
time than they intended. With all that in mind, | think the
idea is to address all those i
The one-stop shopping would include
practice advice, and perhaps ways to
get discounts on professional services
that help law firms, such as banking.
oOYears ago, when a | ¢
into a bank and said,
a |l aw practice,d the
al | over the | awyer.

ing anymore. But there are banks that
cater to professional
Bar can perhaps work with them, Co-

hen said.

OWe need to be
bers of The Florida Bar, some ad-
vantage that they
wise. We ought to have the pull to be able to accomplish
that. o

gi vi ng

ar e

By: Gary Blankenship

cluding law practice management -related CLE programs, will
be free. He also said related to the program is a push for the
Member Benefits Committee to find discounts on services that
will be helpful to lawyers. One under exploration is preferred
banking services for lawyers and their firm accounts.

The board unanimously approved the program and a budget
request for setting it up.

Harbourview on the Bay
25 W Cedar Street, Pensacola, FL 32502

OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE

various sizes from 178 to 875 SF

(850) 438-5655

0This is a great program for the T we 0 r fax 488i7187i
back to our 90,000 constituents, i stephanie@moultonprop.com
INCORPORATED www.moultonprop.com
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WI NSTON E.

TARNOAW and t he

Wnston E. Arnow, the man and
the building, are now joined for
posterity on this 20th day of May 2011.
It is well that
we recognize
the
enormous
impact
Judge Arnow
had on this
community
by presiding
as
he did with
such courage
from this stately building..

What is it that drew these two 20th
century creations together ? How was
it that this man born a few years before
World War 1 in a small town

350 miles from Pensacola became the
first judicial occupant and the
dominant presence in this post office
and courthouse built on the eve of
World War Il ?

By: William Stafford
Senior United States District Judge

Both were created from good stock, now one is a
both met the inevitable challenges cause to
that life inflicts, adapted to changes celebrate.
that occur in
the midst of Space does not permit us to publish this
historic article in it entirety. Please visit our
events, and website at www.esrba.com to read this
survived the entertaining and informative article.
hurts that
man and
nature heap
on people
and
things. That
this Spanish
Colonial Revival structure on the
Gulf of

Mexico now bear the name of a
descendant of Spanish Minorcans
who

came to the Atlantic coast of Florida
before the American Revolution
adds a special significance to this
dedication and naming. That they
are
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‘ MlchLJ STEBBINS, P.L.

ATTORMNEY: - AT « LAW

Concentrating in. ..
+ Federal Civil Service Law
+ MSPB/EEOC

+ Administrative Grievances

Military Law./Civil Affairs

850:434--9922 Fax: 432-2028

504 North Baylen Street, Pensacola, Florida 32501

www.federalcivilservicelaw.com
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