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MAGISTRATE JUDGE MILES DAVIS

| S RETI

| recently had the opportunity
to speak with United States Magistrate
Judge Miles Davis concerning his
upcoming retirement, his lengthy
career on the bench, and his equally
admirable career as a civil trial lawyer.

Magistrate Judge Davis began his
legal career at Beggs & Lane. During
his twelve years as a civil trial lawyer
with that firm, he tried at least seventy
jury trials. Among his clients were the
L & N Railroad, Gulf Power, Baptist
Health Care and various insurers. He
had many equally formidable
opponents; among them were Bob
Mayes, Steve Echsner, Louis
Rosenbloum, Fred Levin, Richard
(Dick) Warfield, Walt Smith, Gillis
Powell, and (Judge) Howard La Porte.
One of his most notable cases involved
landowners in the Caryville area. Gulf
Power was seeking to acquire land for
a new steam plant. Magistrate Davis
went over to Caryville to speak with
the landowners, and approached them
person to person. He facilitated trying
to balance the
their property with the necessity for
acquiring land for the steam plant. He
still projects the empathy he had then,
and still has, for the hurt and pain

R

brought on by the loss of family land
history. The steam plant was never

built, but will be some day. In the
meantime, the property has been
leased back to the original owners for a
nominal amount.

Having enjoyed a successful affiliation

| an d owth Beggs é&nd faeerfroano 1973 ftoo r

1985, he struck out on his own. For
eight years, he practiced plaintiff
personal injury and eminent domain
cases involving the Florida Department

NGe ééeé e

of Transportation. Magistrate Davis
spoke to me about the great
satisfaction representing property
owners gave him. In his words, he
recognized the gravity of the hurt and
devastation to the family structure and
to the individuals themselves when
faced with the loss of property i some
of which was passed from generation to
generation.

In 1993, he joined Carlton -Fields,
where he continued to represent
property owners in eminent domain
actions.

So, how did he get from all that to
serving as a federal Magistrate Judge?
He said that he always had wanted to
be a judge. I'n his
any kind touches |

The opportunity presented itself when
a new Magistrate Judge position was
allocated to the Northern District of
Florida. He applied, and in November,
1996, Miles Davis, the trial lawyer,
became a United States Magistrate
Judge. In his capacity, Magistrate
Judge Davis handles Social Security
appeals, offenses occurring on
Pensacol a

(Continued on page 11)
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Twas the night before docket day and all through t
a lawyer was stirring to bring forth their case

The files were all hung in the buckets with care, in
His Honor would be merciful and fair.

The court admin staff was all snug invwhée bisitens o
a 3% raise danced in their heads.

Shelia in her too big of pants at her computer sat,
had settled in for a nice little chat

When up on the roof there rosastesh lessprefngm my
desk to s e ewaylndhe @isdow | fiegy |
flash, tripped over a

And what to my wondrous eyes should appear but
paddy wagon and eight tiny réiitreartieputy driver
lively anguick, 1 knew in a moment it must be She

More rapid than bullets her orders they came, and
and shouted, and called them by name!

On Swanson!, now Kinsey, now Rasmussen and B
Geeker, 8hackelford,, Térfallthe top of the snack b{
the top of the wall, Now dash away, dash away, da

She was dressed all in fur and a bullet proof vest,
oOoreadyod | estTwd ed hhesl peu
jumpsuits carried toys

booked 6em for smo

Her eyes how they twinkled, her dimples how merr
alarmed & checked her BladkbeayVink of her eye a
twist of her haagdn gave us to know we had nothing

She spoke not a word but went right to her tasks,

our stockings with what we had asked. There wer

for Tania, and-Resor Keri, Football tickets for Will, bj
he merry!

There was exotic tea for Robin, fine wine fq

Shelia got new pants and Jessica a book. Debi got
gobbled them down. The whole group was happy
around. And then she sprang to her paddy wago
team gave a whistle, and away they flew like the
thistle. And | heard her exclaim as she drove o

Merry Christmas Court Admin and to all a good

Page3
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From the President

By Shari Thieman-Greene

M erry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Peace on | dondt havmyatedot s K
Earth, Happy Holidays, Seasongdticidoe Aot bnd i8lfto hélgng P
Year, and more! At this very joyful time of year, it is in Landlord/Tenant, Foreclosure,
effortless and natural to feel generous, even charitable, Family Law, Consumer law or other
and to give freely and openly to each other, as well as to areas of need. You have more
those less fortunate than we are. This is the perfect time knowledge and skill than the potential
of year to make One Promise. client & you have been to law school. There is plenty of
One Client. One Lawyer. One Promise. The One free training available through the Legal Services
Campaign, launched by the FI opdglms, tfe¥BrideBacandydut lodalhéwork of
Standing Committee on Pro Bono, and led by Judge attorneys. Consider asking to co -counsel a case with a
William Van Nortwick, encourages each of us to take one legal services attorney as a way of learning an area of law
pro bono case. Just one . With 85,000 (or SO) Iawyers in while he|p|ng someone in our Community_
the state of Florida, imagine the impact if each of us took | do not know who to contact to offer my assistance. You
just one pro bono case. can contact Legal Services of North Florida, Inc., (850 -432-

't sounds so easy, doesndt i tgdr2) NoHhivestFiida BeyaPTerVices, MdY Y8SOr -4820
Florida takes a pro bono case. Why not? The reasons are 2336), ESRBA (850-434-8135), or even me (850-936-9385),

infinitely varied, but the most common seem to be: and we will put you in touch with someone who needs a

I dono6t .hMostprolonomases take much less little help.

time than you would think. Often, pro bono clients just The Escambia 8Santa Rosa Bar Association is pleased to

need some guidance, and they may not even need announce that, beginning in January 2011, we will

representation. There are also free legal clinics that recognize one attorney at each monthly membership

allow you to offer a few hours, without even providing meeting who is providing pro bono services to someone in
representation, or think about offering to provide a our community. If you know of a colleague who is helping

community education session on an area of law you have a pro bono client, a church or civic group, or is otherwise

an expertise in. fulfilling his or her 0One Promi s

Doubek at mike@esrba.com, so that the Pro Bono
Committee can consider that person for recognition.

YN PN DN L DL N DL L D X

One Client. One Lawyer. One Promise.

S http://onepromiseflorida.org/

®
MICHAELJ.STEBBINS. P.L.

ATTORMNEY» AT «» L AW

Shari Thieman Greene
ESRBA President

Concentrating in. ..
AEARLY Bl RDo0 MEDI
8 am to 10 am $150/party for 2 hrs. max.

+ Federal Civil Service Law
+ MSPB/EEOC
+ Administrative Grievances

Military Law./Civil Affairs

10 am to 12 noon $150/party for 2 hrs. max.

See calendar at
www.LouRayMediator.com

Schedul-2178

850:434--9922 Fax: 432-2028

504 North Baylen Street, Pensacola, Florida 32501

www.federalcivilservicelaw.com
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First Judicial Circuit Legal Com
Seminar at Sea

munity

By Valerie Prevatte

A large group of Pensacola’s legal professionals took
advantage of the opportunity to mix business with
pleasure recently aboard the Carnival Elation. The 855
feet vessel set sail from Mobile, Alabama on Veteran's
Day. Destination: the sun, sand and shops of Cozumel,
Mexico. Represented
among the attendees were
judges, civil defense
attorneys, governmental
attorneys, mediators,
family law attorneys,
spouses and staff.

The five day, four night
cruise began with a welcome reception
hosted by Mediations Plus. En route

to Cozumel,
ll attorneys
earned their
CLE credits
in casual,
round -table
settings. Rob Collins
presented a 1 1/2 hour
seminar about the
Uniformed Services Former Spouses Protection
Act. Michael Guttmann and Gayle Ryba presented an
update of the laws and rules governing family law and
domestic relations. The relaxed atmosphere of the cruise
ship encouraged discussion and friendly debate on these
topics. (Admittedly, however, the thought of earning CLE
credits surrounded by the royal blue waters of the Gulf of
Mexico is enough to discourage anything other
than friendly debate!)

‘“” . Did %«
28 /Cftow

That Sherry
clude motorcycle riding,
kayaking, and snow skiing?

Jones

After enjoying the sights of
Cozumel, the group swapped stories
of the day's events over a late night
dinner. A few members of

the group even entertained their
fellow

passengers with karaoke. Although
some singers were surprisingly talented, the unanimous
vote was for the attorneys to keep their day jobs.

On the return voyage to Mobile, Judge Ross Goodman
presented a 1 1/2 hour seminar on ethics. The thought -
provoking hypothetical scenarios exposed the dangers of an
attorney inadvertently filing a document
containing confidential client information.

Plans to coordinate the 2011 First Judicial
Circuit Legal Community Seminars at Sea are
already being made. It is anticipated that the
cruise will depart from the Port of
Mobile during the week of Veteran's Day.
you are interested in presenting a topic for
CLE credits, contact Valerie Prevatte or the Escambia
Santa Rosa Bar Association office at 850 -434-8135.

If

MEDIATION &
ARBITRATION
KENNETH B. BELL
WILLIAM E. BOND, JR.
DOUGLAS F. MILLER
MICHAEL J. SCHOFIELD

Certified Circuit Court Mediators
Available to mediate and arbitrate disputes in all types
of civil cases in Northwest Florida.

* Bankruptcy ¢ Contractual Creditor/Debtor
® Business Associations o Eminent Domain
* Shareholder and Partner * Probate
Disputes * Real Property
* Commercial * Personal Injury

o Construction

@

ONE PENSACOLA PLAZA, SUITE 800
125 W. ROMANA STREET * PENSACOLA, FL 32501
(850) 4349200

www.cphlaw.com

* Workers' Compensation

CLARK PARTINGTON HART

LARRY BOND (5 STACKHOUSE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

34990 EMERALD COAST PARKWAY, SUITE 301
DESTIN, FL 32541
(850) 650-3304
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One client. One promise. One
attorney. This is the mission of the
One Campaign, an initiative of the
Fl orida Supr eme
Committee on Pro Bono. The
campaign, which just celebrated its
first anniversary, focuses on the oath
we each took upon admission to the
Bar, and which we renew annually at
the ESRBA banquet:
cause of the defenseless or oppressed or
del ay anyoneds

mal i ce. 6

| recently attended the Celebrate Pro
Bono event, co-sponsored by Legal
Services of North Florida, Inc., and the
Escambia Santa Rosa Bar Association,
recognizing the various contributions of
attorneys in the First Judicial Circuit.
As part of the
Bono week, this event was one of many
throughout the country celebrating
attorneys offering generously of their

time and expertise to help those who
would otherwise be lost in our judicial
system, without representation or

guidance to help them through the

process. At this event, Judge William
Van Nortwick of the First District

Court of Appeals, who is leading the

One Campaign statewide, expressed to
the group his vision of pro bono in

Florida. Following a video

presentation in which our statewide
colleagues explained their reasons for
engaging in and promoting pro bono
representation, a number of local

attorneys shared their stories of why
they engage in pro bono work and the
value of the non -financial awards of
helping members of our communities.

| encourage each of you to go to the

One Campaign®s websi
www.onepromiseflorida.org dto
view the video and learn more about

how you can get involved.

From the bench, | see every day the
need for increased pro bono assistance
within our courts. In particular in the
areas of family law and foreclosures,
the need for pro bono assistance is
great. However, the need is across the

cause

By Chief Judge Terry D. Terrell

board into all areas of law. Cases often
become more complex if an individual
is unable to receive necessary legal

C o0 u r assismncesin aatimelyi margner. For

example, unfiled probate actions may
complicate a foreclosure action.
Consumer law issues may affect an
equitable distribution of marital debt
and property. Every piece of a legal
agtiorecanebe simpkfigdeéhcotigh evane
the advice and counsel of an attorney.

for lucre or
In these economic times, many are left

without necessary representation and
legal assistance. Many of those who
cannot now afford legal counsel were
able to just a few years ago, and we
hope will be able to again soon. For
now, however, they are without counsel
in cases that could benefit them

A B A 6 sfinaDaallyef theydndd ¢he @bilitpto

afford legal counsel. For example,
assisting a formerly employed
individual in receiving unemployment
insurance may give them the ability to
become reemployed without falling
deep into debt. Certainly, many low -
income families and individuals may
never see more than what they already
have, and those individuals are the
ones who need our help the most. If
they are faced with legal action, their
already limited ability to make ends
meet may be at risk, forcing them into
homelessness or causing significant
health problems.

Not only is pro bono work worthwhile
and needed, the
Professional Conduct call for attorneys
to provide oOpro
the poor and to participate, to the
extent possible, in other pro bono
seryice activities that directly relate to
the | egal needs of
Compliance with this rule is our
professional responsibility. While
many of you may contribute financially
to comply with this rule, donating
money is simply not enough.

The One Campaign is intended to
encourage each and every attorney to
take at least one case. | share in that

message.

The
attorneys in
the First
Circuit have
a great deal of expertise to offer its
residents. The positive effect on our
community should you each accept this
challenge will be immeasurable.
Matters may be resolved without the
need for court interaction and, where
necessary, the quality of information
heard by the courts will improve the
quality of the outcomes.

| encourage you to seek out
opportunities to engage in pro bono
work. If you need more information or
are unsure of what you have to offer,
contact one of our local legal services
programs or the ESRBA:
committee. Legal Services of North
Florida, Inc., and Northwest Florida
Legal Services, Inc., have established
and active pro bono programs that
include accepting referral of cases,
participating in clinics, co -counseling,
and making community education
presentations. Each program has some
ability to assist with costs of litigation

8 again, contact each program for more
information. If you would like to
expand your knowledge of a new area
of law, ask them about CLE
opportunities. They often know
experts in and outside our community
who can help. Due to their efforts, in

F | o rthedast tBoayeals,sheyFhave eecuited f

consumer law and foreclosure experts

b o n oto briegdhail experése to Pemsacola.t o

On December 10, experts on

foreclosure defense from Jacksonville

will be providing a free seminar at the
t Homewpoa Suites 6ff of Airport Blvd.

By sharing your special skills with our
low-income neighbors, we will raise
ourselves as a bar and, more
importantly, the quality of life for the
community in which we live. One
client. One promise. One attorney.

December 2010
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The Impact of Social Networking Sites

By: Amy Dyson, Firm Administrator, Taylor, Warren & Weidner, P.A.

This summer, the Bar hosted The main players in the social media Obviously, we all conduct business
a Social Networking Seminar with arena today are Facebook, Twitter, regularly via email and the statistics
guest speakers LinkedIn, and on social media show a similar trend
Jay Massey of YouTube, and most with usage. Currently, there are 400
Coco Design, of us are familiar million users on Facebook and the
Brian Farrell of with at least one of fastest demographic growth is among
Lexis Nexis, and these applications. users 35 years of age and older.
Garrett Laborde, Also gaining a Combine those figures with the 60

an attorney and
legal consultant

presence within the million members of LinkedIn and the
legal community are 300 thousand new Twitter users

G
&

with Law Office Avvo.com and daily and itds apparent
Technology. The Mar t i ndal e. dients§osr staff, your colleagues,

half day Connected which and your grandma are using social

presentation and offer searchable media. In fact, the relevance of

panel discussion attorney profiles, social media marketing among

included an in -depth look at the peer to peer networking, and client and lawyers and law firms is also

social mediums available for associate reviews. One of the biggest growing exponentially. According to

internet based marketing and the misconceptions about social media is the the American Bar Associ
advantages and pitfalls associated idea that itds a f ad.Legalfechnél@BSurvayRepyrt, peopl e
with using these networking tools. thought email was just a craze too.

(Continued on page 18)

WADDELL, WADDELL,
_ & BREAZEALE, PA.

Settlements for Minors
Special Needs Trusts
Guardianship
Medicaid Planning

(850) 434-8500

1108 A. North 12th Ave. * Pensacola, Florida 32501

www.ourfamilyattorney.com

If your client is disabled we may be able to help Jason A. Waddell
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Board of Governors

By Stephen Echsner
Member of the Board of Governors

_At its December 10 meeting at investments to up the percentage in contacting
Amelia Island, The Florida Bar Board the bond market to get higher returns government
of Governors: in the current low -interest market. The employees
A Heard from former e%cin?s?géznﬂ%ut%??g %Lr};r?e?dg 2010 when they .
Lawyer Regulation Tony Boggs on the P dth _ ‘ (t] X d : are represented by counsel. Cha_lr Carl
importance of maintaining high and the new investments in manage Schwait also reported the committee
standards in the Bar futures ar}d ihedc\;/e furqu have n'l% voted 9-0 to uphold the Standing

o Se?fornged weff ahd'ds 8x%ect3d. e C itt Advertising that
admissions processes, and the board a roved the co ommi te? on Advertising that a group
importance of having a balance in the PP sBEKihg'to' cEnfpife A directory of

recommendation to replace Henderson
International Growth with Harding lawyer referral service. Schwait
Loevner as manager for part of the presented two PAOs that were drafted

Bards international fuymdprofeSsiialSEtnkecBrintittee

discipline process that both protects Christian lawyers would constitute a

the public and respects individual
rights.

A He_ard lnvestment C/gmlq](iagrtgetﬁ:gtaitrhe Bar L dthae boordaésd-grteques
lan Comisky report that Bar for the 2009 -10 fiscal year advises that Ia\%/yers must take

investments are at an all -time high ' reasonable steps to preserve

and have completely recovered from A Approved, on the r econfidanti@ elienainformatipn tbat

the 2008 market decline. He said the the Board Review Committee on may be captured and stored on hard
investment committee is slightly Professional Ethics, a modified drives of scanners, printers, and other
adjusting its short -term fund Proposed Advisory Opinion 09 -1 on computer -related equipment when that

(Continued on page 19)
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