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...our attorneys...(have) an 
abundance of diversity and                

talent outside the law...  
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Along the way, I felt like Johnny 
Apple Seed...  
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from office space, to personnel, to paper 

and pencils.  He was given no formal 

plan or instruction, but through his 

imagination, experience, hard work 

and common sense, he conceived and 

created an organization with manage-

ment controls to supervise the work of 

108 full -time employees, including 74 

attorneys, to cover the 32 counties in 

the first DCA region.  This involves the 

day to day operation of offices in Pen-

sacola, Milton, Panama City, Marian-

na, Port St. Joe, Tallahassee, Lake 

City, Old Town, MacClenny, Starke, 

Jacksonville, Green Cove Springs and 

Gainesville.  

  Jeff Lewis is a hometown Pensacola 

boy, the product of our local schools, 

who grew up on the west side.  He went 

to college and law school at the Univer-

sity of Alabama.  Before his appoint-

ment as head of the 1 st district RCC, he 

practiced law as an assistant public 

defender for 8 years, assistant state 

attorney for 6 years and spent another 

6 years in private practice.  This back-

ground taught him the value of good, 

experienced employees.   In preparing 

Civil Regional Counseló.  There are 5 of 

these offices in the state, one for each 

district.  On August 22, 2007, Governor 

Crist appointed attorney Jeffrey E. 

Lewis to head the 1 st DCA Region of 

this office.  Jeff was the first RCC head 

appointed.  He was given a budget, a 

list of his responsibilities and little 

more.  He had to locate and arrange 

everything associated with the office, 
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     Congratulations                                        

JEFFREY E. LEWIS                                                                                                
On a Job Well Done 

...opportunities for your                   
support staff to increase their 

quality of service to you.                   
Page 12  

 hen two or more people commit 

a crime together, they need separate 

attorneys.  When both the offenders 

are indigent (which is often the case) 

the public defenderõs office must with-

draw from one of them.   Prior to 2007 

finding alternative attorneys to repre-

sent indigent defendants was the re-

sponsibility of the court in individual 

cases and the burden of compensating 

those attorneys fell on the individual 

counties where the court was sited.  

Unfortunately, the attorneys that were 

available often lacked experience in the 

criminal courts and some were availa-

ble simply because they had nothing 

else to do since they had no clients.  

Over the years, many convictions have 

been overturned based on lack of com-

petent representation due to the inex-

perience of these court -appointed law-

yers. 

  In 2007, in an effort to address this 

problem and to reduce the impact of 

the cost of court appointed attorneys 

from the counties, the Florida legisla-

ture created a new state agency known 

as òThe Office of Criminal Conflict and 

(Continued to page 14)  
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From the President  
By: Eric D. Schurger 

Helping Each Other   
  

 elping each other is my theme for the coming 

year.  As lawyers, we help others all day long.  In my 

practice, I find the greatest satisfaction comes from 

helping people and solving problems.   

  But what about taking care of ourselves?  I believe that 

we are in the best position to help others when we start 

by taking the best care of ourselves that we can.  It is 

similar to the instruction a flight crew gives to passengers 

if the oxygen masks deploy in flight ñput on your own 

mask before helping someone else.  We can best help 

others when we have first attended to our own needs.  

  We need to help each other.  The Escambia Santa Rosa 

Bar Association has many formal ways to help: from the 

Lawyer Referral Service, 434 -6009, to the web site, 

www.esrba.com.  Take a moment to review member 

benefits under the services tab on the home page.  

Through the years, however, I have found that the less 

formal benefits are more tangible.  I value the 

opportunity to see my friends in the Bar and to talk you 

about the problems that confront us.  The email 

notifications sent through the local Bar contain useful 

information that has helped me develop my career in 

interesting ways.  The local Bar directory is one of the 

most utilized tools in my office.  

Seminars and speakers help me 

manage the issues I confront.   

  Speaking of seminars, one of my 

first duties was to participate in òA 

Day in the Courtsó last month.  This seminar is sponsored 

by the Young Lawyers Division and is aimed at giving new 

attorneys a practical overview of the Circuit Court in 

Pensacola.  In truth, I intended to help open the program, 

each lunch, and leave it in the very capable hands of 

Blythe Glemming and Trip Maygarden.  But judges 

started arriving, and I felt I better stay.  I am glad that I 

did.   

  The program included some very helpful words of wisdom 

from six jurists.  In fact, I wrote down the sound bites that 

caught my attention and decided to make a contest out of 

it.  Match the quotes shown below to the six judges, if you 

can:  

  Email your answer to Member Service Specialist Dianne 

Volovar at dianne@esrba.com by close of business on 

August 31, 2011.  A winner from all the correct entries will 

be randomly selected to receive two movie tickets for the 

Breeze, Rave or Ridge theaters (another member benefit, 

by the way).  If there are no correct answers, a winner will 

be selected from all guesses; so send in your matches. The 

answers will be published in the October edition of The 

Summation.  Also, think about the advice from these 

judges and how it can help your practice.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President 

this year.  Please contact me if I can help you.   

 Quote:       Judge:  

1. òDonõt hide the keys.ó   Judge Joel Boles 

 

2. òDonõt let your career consume you.ó Judge Linda Nobles  

 

3. You canõt know it all.ó                            Judge Ron Swanson  

 

4. òSend information early.ó  Chief Judge Terry Terrell  

 

5. òNever lose your word.ó  Judge Ross Goodman 

 

6. òBe reasonable with yourself.ó  Judge John Simon  

  

H 

http://www.esrba.com/
mailto:dianne@esrba.com
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Riding the 4 Geographic Corners - 4 CORNERS 4 KIDS 

A   little background ð In 2000 I 

retired as a Circuit Judge in the 1 st 

Circuit.  I began riding motorcycles 

nine years ago, but Iõd never managed 

to stay gone long enough to want the 

trip to end.   Add to that, Iõm 64 years 

old and have begun to age like my dog -

- seven 

years on 

the body 

for one 

year on the 

calendar.  

So I began 

to think 

about a 

long trip, 

before my 

body 

declared 

this game 

over.  Not 

wanting to 

settle for a 

long ride to the local Sonic, I decided to 

ride around the four geographic corners 

of the U.S.  I sold my smaller bike and 

bought a Goldwing GL1800; it looks 

something like a couch covered in 

Tupperware, chrome and lights.  Itõs 

also the epitome of motorcycle comfort, 

a Cadillac on two wheels.  Then I spent 

some time getting use to its mammoth 

weight ð about 900 pounds before I 

load all my gear.  

  I knew a long trip would put a smile 

on my face; but I began to wonder how 

I could also use it to put a smile on the 

face of a kid.  While on the Bench, I sat 

in Juvenile, Family and Criminal, so I 

know first -hand something of how 

children fare in our society, how easy it 

can be to simply pass them by in the 

hustle and bustle of our òmore 

importantó grownup world.  I decided 

to dedicate the ride to raising 

awareness of and donations for 

childrenõs charities; that idea quickly 

morphed into 4 Corners 4 Kids.  

Selecting the four charities was a no -

brainer, or perhaps they selected me.  

Anyway, I contacted Gulf Coast Kids 

House in Pensacola (a Voice for 

children), Habitat for Humanity 

(building Homes for children), 

Shriners Hospitals for Children 

(providing free Medical care  for 

children), and Ronald McDonald 

House (providing for the Families  of 

sick and injured children.)  I decided 

to not collect any funds but set up a 

blog with 

hyper -links 

to each of 

the 

charities.  

   And then 

on June 3 I 

left from 

Gulf Coast 

Kids House 

on my solo 

journey, 

pointing 

my 

motorcycle 

west to the 

first corner -- San Ysidro, California 

-- which meant I had to cross the 

deserts of Texas, Arizona, and 

Southern California in June.  Then I 

turned north towards the Oregon 

Coast, through Seattle, and then to 

the second 

corner, 

Blaine, 

Washington.  

In route I 

visited the 

Shriners 

Hospitals in 

Sacramento 

and 

Portland, 

and the 

Ronald 

McDonald 

House in 

Seattle.  In 

Washington I made a right -hand 

turn and headed to Madawaska, 

Maine, the third corner, by way of 

Ontario and Quebec.  From Maine, I 

made a quick run over to New 

Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and 

then stopped at the Habitat for 

Humanity ReStore in Ellsworth, 

Maine. Finally it was time to turn south.  

  On July 21, I pulled up to the 

southernmost point in the U.S. in Key 

West -- 12,186 miles after leaving 

Pensacola.  But I still had to get home, 

back to the beginning, so I rode north to 

Milton, completing 12,987 miles in seven 

weeks.  Along the way, I felt like Johnny 

Apple Seed, as I talked with ordinary 

people and handed out my post cards that 

described what I was doing and how to 

get more information on each of the four 

charities.  I met, one person at a time, 

individuals who care about children and 

want to help but often didnõt know how.  

  At times in my legal career, I felt cynical 

about mankind and I didnõt like that 

about me.  But this summer I spent seven 

weeks on my bike and experienced the 

kindness of humanity.  I saw something 

of the incredible and diverse beauty of 

our country.  I learned more about each of 

the four charities ð how much they do for 

children and the vast array of volunteer 

opportunities each offers.  I also learned 

many things about myself, including that 

I can handle that 900 pound hippo in all 

sorts of weather, that I donõt melt, that I 

still enjoy tent 

camping, that 

I must eat 

regularly, and 

that I remain 

directionally 

challenged.   

But when I 

drove back 

into Milton, I 

wasnõt ready 

for the trip to 

be over.  An 

incurable 

gypsy, I 

guess.  And 

there are at least two kids out there who 

smiled for me.  

  You can read my stories at 

www.gypsyjudge.com  and hyperlink over 

to the four charities.  

  

By: Laura Melvin  

 

 

http://www.gypsyjudge.com/
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Daniel Ewertôs Talent Outside of Law 

M 
er end equipment that would allow 

him to print and sell extremely large 

prints of the beautiful areas that he 

visited.  

  Daniel tries to take as many national park trips as he can 

throughout the year to hike and to photograph nature.  

His favorite locations include The Great Smoky Moun-

tains, Zion National Park, Mount Rainier and Glacier Na-

tional Park. His favorite locations 

in North Florida include the Gulf 

Islands National Seashore, Black-

water River State Park and St. 

Joseph Peninsula State Park.  

Danielõs favorite time to shoot an 

image is at sunrise and sunset.  As 

a result, he will often get up as 

early as 3:00 a.m. during his trips 

in order to position himself in the 

perfect location and set up his 

equipment before capturing the 

unique lights and contrasting col-

ors of the early morning sunrises.  

  Daniel studies the work and            

philosophy of nature photogra-

phers Tim Fitzharris, John Shaw 

and Galen Rowell.  Danielõs favor-

ite books on photography are Nature Photography  and 

Landscape Photography , both by Tim Fitzharris and The 

Ultimate Guide to Digital Nature Photography  by The 

Mountain Trail Photo Team.  

  Danielõs work has  

received much recogni-

tion.  He has been the 

first place landscape 

category winner of the 

Natureõs Best Photog-

raphy International 

Awards Competition as 

well as the first place 

landscape category           

winner of the National 

Geographic Traveler 

Great Outdoors photog-

raphy contest.  He has 

also had winning imag-

es in national competi-

tions hosted by Canon, 

the Nature Conservan-

cy and the National 

Wildlife Federation. His  

By: Tiffany Durst  
 any members of the public hold a stereotypical 

view of attorneys as nicely dressed professionals who have 

a single -minded focus on the law and who leave their law 

offices only to eat, drink and perhaps sleep on occasion.  

However, upon closer inspection of our attorneys in Es-

cambia and Santa Rosa County an abundance of diversity 

and talent outside of the law can be found.  Pensacola at-

torney and widely publicized nature photographer Daniel 

Ewert is one example of the many multi -faceted and tal-

ented attorneys that live in Northwest Florida.  

  During most days 

of the week Daniel 

can be found in his 

office at the law 

firm of Moore, Hill 

& Westmoreland 

preparing pleadings 

and motions and 

having conferences 

with clients.  On 

weekends, holidays 

and vacation days 

Daniel is often out 

on photography 

trips in the wilds of 

North Florida or in 

one of our countryõs 

many national 

parks.   

  As a child growing up in Bellingham, Washington, Daniel 

spent a lot of time hiking and camping in the Cascade 

Mountains.  Daniel 

developed a great love 

for the outdoors and 

wanted to capture the 

beauty he witnessed 

in his photographs.  

Taking simple photos 

with an average cam-

era has been a hobby 

for most of his life.  

However, it wasnõt 

until 2005 that Daniel 

began to seriously 

study the art of na-

ture photography and 

the techniques needed 

to properly photo-

graph the areas that 

he loved to spend time 

in.  As his photog-

raphy improved he 

began to obtain high-

 

 

(Continued to page 12)  
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A  ssistant Public Defender Fred 

Carmody passed away on June 2 while 

hospitalized at Shands Memorial 

Hospital in Gainesville.   Fred suffered 

from a rare, incurable,  and deadly lung 

disease in the last years of his life and 

had traveled to Shands to be evaluated 

as a candidate for a lung transplant, 

the only hope  for a cure.   While at the 

hospital for evaluation, his condition 

deteriorated precipitously and his life 

could not be saved.   

  Those of us who worked with him 

recognize and honor Fred's memory for 

many reasons including his  strong will 

to carry on a normal life in the face of 

adversity.   Despite the fact his lungs 

were unable  to provide  sufficient 

oxygen as the disease progressed, Fred 

continued to work competently and 

diligently to within mere days of his 

death.   Fred always  kept his 

appointments with clients and with the 

courts.   He was extremely well -

informed on the law and could be relied 

upon to provide accurate 

assessments of legal questions.   He 

was a great resource to his 

colleagues.  Fred preferred not to 

reveal his illness and kept his 

condition private until it became 

impossible to continue doing so and 

then revealed his problem only to 

those who had a need to know.   He 

By: Alice Harris  

showed great determination and 

professionalism as he struggled with 

the "bad cards" he had been 

dealt.   We recall that he insisted on 

parking in the regular parking lot 

despite the fact there were stairs to 

climb to reach his office and that he 

resisted asking for help, accepting it 

only when his co -workers insisted 

upon providing it.    

  I had the privilege of knowing Fred 

for just a few years, meeting him 

when I began work as an Assistant 

Public Defender in the Pensacola 

office in early 2003.   Like Fred, 

I  began a new career rather later in 

life and I enjoyed talking with him 

about his  mid -life change of path.   I 

learned that Fred had many 

interests outside his work, including 

an interest in music, particularly 

opera, as well as a love for 

Corvettes.    Fred grew up in New 

Jersey, and returned 

Remembering Fred Carmody 

(Continued to page 15)  


