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Not  J ust  A Cer emony,  

Bu t  A Celebr at i on  

By Michael Doubek  

          ost of us received our U.S. 

citizenship status the easy way, we 

were born with it.  But for the 

thousands of naturalized citizens each 

year, the road to U.S. citizenship is 

often long and costly.  The costs are not 

always monetary, but personal 

sacrifices comprised of hard work and 

the heartbreak of leaving loved ones 

behind while searching for a better life.  

Citizenship earned this way is worth 

celebrating, and no one celebrates it 

better than we do here in Pensacola!  

  I have had the honor of participating 

in the U.S. District Courtõs 

Naturalization Ceremonies since 2003 

and I have to tell you, they are the 

most inspiring celebrations you could 

ever witness.  Senior Judge Roger 

Vinson developed the ceremonal 

program for swearing in and 

welcoming new citizens that was 

worthy of the special occasion.  Judge 

Casey Rodgers has continued in that 

tradition and worked to further 

personalize the experience for the new 

citizens while involving increased 

community involvement.  

their country of origin.  Then you 

witness, before your eyes, that diverse 

group transition into U.S. citizens as 

they take the oath of allegiance 

together. Everyone then joins the 

candidates in reciting their first Pledge 

of Allegiance as new citizens.  

  New 

citizen 

family 

members 

and those 

who are 

serving or 

who have 

served in 

the armed 

forces are 

given special recognition.  Several 

special citizens are also presented with 

the American flag by the students. And 

donõt forget the punch and cookies 

reception afterwards.  

  I commend the staff at the U.S. 

District Court, Judge Vinson and 

Judge Rodgers, and all the Judges, 

groups and individuals who participate 

in the program, on the wonderful job 

they do in welcoming our newest 

citizens with open arms.  It is truly a 

ceremony worth celebrating.  

 

 When you attend any of the 4 ð6 

ceremonies held each year you will not 

only witness 80 ð100 diverse 

individuals become our newest U.S. 

citizens, you will experience the full 

range of emotions felt by the citizen 

candidates and program participants.  

 I would venture to say that no other 

Naturalization Ceremony anywhere in 

the United States routinely features 

student essays on òWhat it means to 

me to be an American,ó a story about 

the road to citizenship shared by one of 

the new citizens, words of wisdom and 

congratulations from a community 

leader, and musical arrangements that 

are worthy of a concert hall.  You get a 

first hand sense of the diversity as each 

candidate introduces themself and 

M 

Judges Avery Keith Brace, M. Casey Rodgers and 

Miles Davis  

S UMMATI   N  

New Citizens take the oath          

of Allegiance  
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ESRBA CLE Library  
 

The seminars listed below  
are available at the following rates:  

 
   

Members - $10 per general credit hour for 7 days  

Non -members - $20 per general credit hour for 7 days  
 

A late fee of $10 will be applied for each day overdue.  
 

 

Call the Bar Office at 434-8135 or e-mail 
esrba@esrba.com to order your seminar.  

Family Law  

Survey of Florida Law  

Civil  

Ethics & Professionalism  

Mediation  

2009 Parenting Plan - audio tape & CD 
 3.5 General CLE credits including 2.5 Marital & Family 
 Law certification credits 
 Expires: July 16, 2010 
2009 Attorney Guardian Ad Litem Training - audio tape 
 2.5 General CLE credits including 2.0 Marital & Family 
 Law certification credits 
 Expires: September 13, 2010 
2009 Tax and Consumer Law Seminar for Family Law Attnys.  
 3.5 General CLE credits including 1.0 Business  
 Litigation & 2.5 Marital & Family Law certification credits 
 Expires: April 16, 2011 

2009 Maximizing Mediation - audio tape & CD  
 3.5 General CLE credits including 1.0 Ethics credit
 Expires: November 22, 2010 
2009 18th Annual Conference for Mediators & Arbitrators  
 CD  
 13 General CLE credits including 2.0 Ethics credits 
 Expires: January 20, 2011 

2009 Survey of Florida Law - CD 
 11.5 General  CLE including 4 Ethics credits 
 Expires: July 9, 2010 

2010 Survey of Florida Law - CD 
 12.5 General  CLE including 4 Ethics credits 
 Expires: July 20, 2011 

2009 Workersô Compensation Law - CD 
 3.0 General CLE credits including 1.0 Ethics credit 
 and 2.0 Workersô Comp certification credits  
 Expires: November 15, 2010 
2009 Practicing Successful Consumer Law - CD 
 10.0 General CLE credits including 7.5 al Estate 
 certification credits  
 Expires: December 18, 2010 
2009 Discovery Seminar - CD  
 3.0 General CLE credits including 1.0 Ethics credit 
 Expires: March 18, 2011 
2009 The Vanishing Jury Trial - CD  
 2.0 General CLE credits 
 Expires: October 22, 2010 
2009 Basic Personal Injury Seminar - CD 
 2.0 General CLE credits 
 Expires: May 20, 2011 
 

2009 Ethics & Professionalism - audio tape & CD 
 3.5 General CLE credits including 3.5 Ethics and 0.5 
 Professionalism credits 
 Expires: August 6, 2010 
2009 Bench/Bar Conference - audio tape & CD 
 3 General CLE credits including 3 Professionalism  
 Expires: October 3, 2010 

Law Office Technology  
2009 Office Technology - audio tape & CD  
 2.5 General CLE credits 
 Expires: July 22, 2010 
2009 $10,000 Law Office - audio tape & CD  
 2.0 General CLE credits 
 Expires: October 22, 2010 

2010 How to Become a Debt Free Attorney by  Age 40 - CD 
 1.0 General  CLE  credit 
 Expires: July 08, 2011                                                

2010 Medicare Seminar -  CD                                               
 4.0 General CLE credits                                           
 Expires: January 16, 2011 

2010 Reaching The Hispanic Market -  CD                         
 3.0 General CLE credits                                           
 Expires: September 09, 2011 

2010 Traffic Court ðCD                                                                             
 3.5 General CLE credits including 1 Ethics                                           
 Expires: December 4, 2011 

Professional Development  
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216 South Tarragona Street, Suite B 

Pensacola, FL 32501 
Phone: 850.434.8135 Fax: 850.436.8822 

E-mail: esrba@esrba.com 

Lawyer Referral Service: 850.434.6009 

Executive Director 
Michael Doubek 
mike@esrba.com 

 
Editor 

 Patricia Buchanan Wright 
Patricia_Wright@dcf.state.fl.us 

 

 
Production 

Dianne Volovar 
Dianne@esrba.com 

 
Published bi-monthly by the Escambia~Santa Rosa Bar      
Association as a service to its membership. Any article herein 
may be reproduced provided credit is given both to The      
Summation and the author of the article. 
 
Articles appearing in The Summation are not to be construed 
as official expressions of the views of the Escambia~Santa 
Rosa Bar Association. Official positions are expressed only 
by formal resolutions adopted by a majority of the           
membership and will be so designated when published.   
Editorials are  expressions of the opinion of the Editor. 
 
Due date for all advertisements, articles, and announcements 
is the 5th of the month for the issue you wish to advertise in. 
 
Address all editorial correspondence or inquiries concerning 
advertising rates to the Escambia~Santa Rosa Bar  
Association office. Contact information is listed above. 
 

òThe Summation Committee is dedicated to provid-

ing a publication to the legal community which 

contains articles that are accurate, informative, 

entertaining, educational, relevant and timelyó. 

Summation Committee 
If you have any comment or suggestions about the  
Summation, please feel free to express them to any of the committee 
members. If you would like to join the committee, please call the Bar 
office at 434.8135. 
       Breena Bruni  Charles Cetti  
       Judge Miles Davis Shari Thieman Greene 
       Phil Hall  Edmund Holt 
       Keri Igney  Gerald McGill                        
       Caroline Peterson Judge Paul Rasmussen 
       Nevin Shaffer               Patricia Wright     
       Lisa York  Amy Dyson 

 

ñEARLY BIRDò MEDIATIONS 

 8 am to 10 am $150/party for 2 hrs. max.  

10 am to 12 noon $150/party for 2 hrs. max.  

See calendar at 

www.LouRayMediator.com  

Scheduler   982-2178 
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From the President  
By Valerie E. Prevatte 

 s I reflect on the past year to 

write this final article, one thing comes 

to the forefront of my mind more than 

anything else: no more fretting over 

what to write for the Presidentõs Page. 

Woohoo! Without a doubt, writing 

these articles has been my least 

favorite òpresidentialó task. 

Fortunately, it has probably been the 

only task that I didnõt enjoy, thanks to 

our small but very dedicated staff.  

 Front and center is our Executive 

Director, Mike Doubek. Mike is worth 

his weight in gold (yes, even at todayõs 

prices!) Mike handles the day  to day 

operations of the bar with amazing 

organizational efficiency. That thin 

binder he carries with him to meetings 

and bar functions seems to always 

contain the exact answer to whatever 

crazy question is posed to him. Do you 

want to know what percentage of our 

membership are solo practioners? Or 

how much we are charged per credit 

card transaction? Just ask Mike.  

 Dianne Volovar is the pleasant voice 

you hear when you call the Bar office. 

She stepped into the shoes of Sarah 

OõNeill after Sarah  delivered a 

beautiful baby girl in December. 

Dianne has done a spectacular job 

getting up to speed on the intricacies of 

the office.  

 Pat Atkinson and Peggy Massie are to 

be applauded for their commitment to 

the Lawyer Referral Service which has 

become especially important in this 

economic downturn. Not only do they 

assist the public in finding the right 

type of lawyer, they do it while 

maintaining some sense of sanity given 

the volume of calls from the public and 

the lawyers to whom the cases are 

referred.  

 Finally, I owe a great big thank you to 

the Executive Council. Each member 

brings his or her own perceptions to 

the organization with unique attention 

to philosophical and fiscal details. It 

has been a rewarding experience to 

work side by side with so many 

talented and accomplished 

professionals that truly care about our 

association.  

 There are so 

many 

individuals that 

work òbehind the 

scenesó that to 

acknowledge 

them all on these pages would be 

impossible. To every one of you: thank 

you. You are indeed appreciated.  

 It has been an exciting year. Thank 

you for allowing me the opportunity to 

serve you. 

 Sincerely,  

Valerie Erwin Prevatte  
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